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Word Study

THE WORD
I. THE WORD AND SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY     2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
A. All scriptures are inspired by God

B. The scriptures are to be used for teaching correcting, rebuking, and training in righteousness (def. of righteousness – right relationship with God)

C. Scriptures carry the authoritative weight of God Almighty. 

II. THE WORD AND RELEVANCE    Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
A. The Word is living (relevant) and active (effective) today.

B. The Word judges our thoughts, hearts, and actions.

C. The Word of Truth reveals right and wrong in our lives. 

III. THE WORD AND INSPIRATION     2 Peter 1:20-21 “Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”
A. Scriptures are not the interpretation of the writers but inspired teaching from God.

B. The writers were inspired by the Holy Spirit to record the scriptures.

C. God used the scriptural writers to record his will for mankind. 

IV. THE WORD AND TRADITIONS     Matthew 15:1-9 “Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, ‘Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their hands before they eat!’ Jesus replied, ‘And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?’ For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.' But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is 'devoted to God,'  they are not to 'honor their father or mother' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.'"

A. Following traditions of men instead of the commands of God is wrong.

B. Worship is in vain if it is according to the traditions of men instead of the Word of God.

C. The traditions of the church or men are not equal to the authority of the scriptures. 

V. THE WORD AND FREEDOM     John 8:31-32 “To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
A. True disciples of Jesus hold (obey) the teachings of Christ

B. The truth sets us free from sin.

C. Holding and obey God’s Word sets us free from sin. 

VI. THE WORD AND OBEDIENCE     James 1:22-25 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.”
A. Obedience of God’s Word is required.

B. God’s Word is perfect or complete.

C. Belief is not enough as we must obey God’s Word. 

VII. THE WORD AND SALVATION     1 Timothy 4:16 “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”
A. Our life and doctrine are equally important.

B. Correct doctrine and obedient living by God’s Word are necessary to be saved.

C. We can be wrong in our doctrine and or our way of life. 

VIII. THE WORD AND JUDGMENT     John 12: 46-48 “I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day.”
A. The Word will be the standard for judgment of our lives.

B. We need to know the Bible since it will be our standard for judgment. 

C. The Bible must be studied in order to be prepared for judgment.

IX.
CONCLUSION:     The Bible claims to have authority in our lives because:

1. It is inspired by God

2. It is not the interpretations of men.

3. It is relevant and powerful

4. It is the source of freedom.

5. It is the standard for Judgment.

HOMEWORK: Encourage your friend to read the Bible daily and to study it again with you.


